
King of Mazy May Standardized Questions 
 

1. Which of the following selections is best supported by the first paragraph of the text? 

Walt Masters is not a very large boy, but there is manliness in his make-up, and he himself, although he does 
not know a great deal that most boys know, knows much that other boys do not know. He has never seen a train 
of cars or an elevator in his life, and for that matter, he has never once looked upon a corn-field, a plow, a cow, 
or even a chicken. He has never had a pair of shoes on his feet, or gone to a picnic or a party, or talked to a girl. 
But he has seen the sun at midnight, watched the ice-jams on one of the mightiest of rivers, and played beneath 
the northern lights, the one white child in thousands of square miles of frozen wilderness. 

A. Walt Masters is slow while his peers are quick. 

B. Walt Masters has a more primitive understanding of the world than his peers. 

C. Walt Masters is much smarter than his peers, although he is modest and humble. 

D. Walt Masters’ friends are focused on more artistic pursuits than he is. 

2. The following sentence from paragraph 3 mainly reveals that Walt Masters is _________. 

Last of all, he has a good heart, and is not afraid of the darkness or loneliness, of man or beast or thing. 

A. aggressive 

B. primitive 

C. wise 

D. brave 

 

3. How mainly does the death of the first lead-dog help Walt (paragraphs 39-45)? 

A. It provides Walt with the last push of motivation he needs. 

B. It enables Walt to put a better lead-dog at the front. 

C. It forces Walt to seek revenge. 

D. It inspires the rest of the dogs to avoid their own deaths. 

4. Which of the following selections most closely defines traces as it is used in the following passage? 

He glanced back. The other sled was coming up like an express-train. With half the dogs still over their traces, 
he cried, "Mush on!" and leaped upon the sled just as the pursuing team dashed abreast of him. 

A. noun | two straps that attach something to something else 

B. noun | evidence left by someone who is fleeing 

C. noun | considerably small quantities of something 

D. verb | makes marks over the outline of something else on paper 



 

5. Which of the following best describes Walt’s domestic life at his house? 
 
A. Walt can take care of himself well. 
B. Walt has a volatile relationship with his father. 
C. Walt and his father have a distant relationship. 
D. Walt cannot take care of himself without supervision. 

 
6. Which passage from the story most strongly supports the answer to Question 5? 

A. "But Walt only yelled the harder at the dogs…” 
B. “Walt Masters is not a very large boy, but there is a manliness to his make-up…” 
C. “Walt was able to stay by himself in the cabin, cook his three meals a day...” 
D. "Last of all, he has a good heart, and is not afraid of the darkness and loneliness..” 

 

7.  Which of the following inferences about Walt is best supported by the following passage (paragraph 19)? 

 

Walt lay in the snow, thinking rapidly. He was only a boy, but in the face of the threatened injustice against old 

lame Loren Hall he felt that he must do something. He waited and watched, with his mind made up, till he saw 

the men began to square up new stakes. Then he crawled away till out of hearing, and broke into a run for the 

camp of the stampeders. Walt’s father had taken their own dogs with him prospecting, and the boy knew how 

impossible it was for him to undertake the seventy miles to Dawson without the aid of dogs. 

 

A. Walt is someone who enjoys breaking the rules. 

B. Walt is a good and just person. 

C. Walt doesn’t trust authority. 

D. Walt is frequently overcome with anxiety. 

8. Which sentence or phrase from the text most strongly supports your answer to Question 7? 

A. “He was only a boy, but in the face of the threatened injustice against old lame Loren Hall he felt that 
he must do something.” 
B. “‘Mush! Hi! Mush on!’ He cried to the animals…” 
C. “He has never had a pair of shoes on his feet, or gone to a picnic or a party, or talked to a girl.” 
D. “Walt was worried, however; the claim was liable to be jumped at any moment because of this 
delay...” 

 



9. Match each line of dialogue with its speaker. 

The leader of the men 

Walt 

Walt’s pursuers 

“If we can get to Dawson and record, we’re rich 
men…” 
“Stop, or we’ll shoot!” 
“Mush! Hi! Mush on!" 

 

10. Order these events as they take place in the story: 

 

______________Walt agrees to keep an eye on the claim of Loren Hall 

______________A group of men decide to take the unrecorded claim thirty-two 

______________Walt is called the King of Mazy May 

______________Walt’s father goes away on a short trip up the White River for quartz 

 

 


